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Dear State Public Records Board Members: 

- Please support the goals of the founders of America and do not jeopardize democracy by condoning 
and acquiescing to the destruction of important public records.  Transparency regarding motivations 
and decisions of elected officials is essential to good governance.   Please consider the words of John 
Adams, first Vice President and second President of the United States:

"Liberty cannot be preserved without a general knowledge among the people, who have a 
right, ..., an indisputable, unalienable, indefeasible, divine right to that most dreaded and envied 
kind of knowledge, I mean, of the characters and conduct of their rulers".  

- What is the role of the Public Relations Board?  Should the board facilitate obfuscation and darkness 
regarding decisions of elected officials?  I believe the Public Relations Board should be an advocate 
for transparency and sunlight.  The Public Relations Board is at risk of becoming a lackey for the 
current slate of elected officials.  The Board should embrace a longer view and have a significant role 
in ensuring the preservation documents created by Wisconsin's elected officials.

- When you joined the Board you committed to the goals established for the State Public Records 
Board:
"GUIDELINES FOR THE PERMANENT RETENTION OF RECORDS BY WISCONSIN STATE AGENCIES-
Adopted By the Public Records Board-November 2001.  
 Public Access:   Except in certain cases enumerated by statute, permanently retained records are still 
available to the public for inspection. Open records laws apply to these records as they do to all other 
non-confidential records."   Please reaffirm your commitment to preserving public records unless the 
record is specifically identified in state statutes.   

- Please look into your hearts.  I believe allowing destruction of public records is an abrogation your 
duty to people of Wisconsin and your duty to good governance.  Why are you allowing elected officials 
to undermine your commitment to open governance, transparency and full record retention?  Where is 
your backbone and courage to act in the best interest of the people of Wisconsin?

- Please consider the motivations of the elected officials seeking to restrict transparency and 
information.  Is democracy in Wisconsin better served when politicians make decisions in secret or is 
democracy advanced when the thought processes, decisions and documents created by elected 
officials officials are known to the electorate?  What are they hiding?  

- Please be on the right side of history and work to ensure documentation transparency when elected 
officials conduct the public's business.

Please do not enable elected officials to conduct the public's business in secret.  

Regards,

Dean Sperry 
4246 N Larkin St
Shorewood, WI  53211

Dean Sperry

From: Dean Sperry <sperrydj@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2016 10:30 PM

To: DOA Public Records Board Comments; Blessing, Matthew T - WHS; 
fegusonpm@doj.state.wi.us; byran.naab@legis.wisconsin.gov; Broady-Rudd, 
Sandra; Buesing, Carl; Sorce, Peter; Schmidt, Melissa A - LEGIS

Subject: Access to Public Records: What Side of History Are You On?
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