




As I am not able to attend public hearing  next Monday, January 11th, I would like to make the following written 

comments; 

                             1. Wisconsin has had the reputation for having an open and somewhat clean government. In 

August of 2015, the Public Records Board made a policy decision
                                 with no public notice or reporting that changed the definition of "transitory records"  -  those 
deemed to have only temporary significance. 

                             2. This change in policy allows folks in power, namely our present State Administration to limit 

access to all types of electronic communication. This allowed Gov.
                                 Scott Walker to hide behind the Board's decision in not releasing text messages requested 

by the Wisconsin State Journal. The text messages were linked to
                                 a $500,000 loan by the WEDC to Building Committee Inc. , led by Walker supporter William 

Minahan.   

                             3. Matthew Blessing, Board Chair, using typical political language in defending the board's 

policy has since received enough public  outcry, has scheduled the 

                                 public hearing to revisit the change. 

                             4. I urge the Public Records Board to rescind the present policy to what it was before. I urge 

you to honor your responsibility of ensuring open and clean 
                                government by keeping our public records public. 

                            Edward Vlach, Black River Falls  -  715-284-2695

dvlache@aol.com
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