




To whom it may concern:

Public access to government records is the keystone of government transparency and 
accountability. That's why I am so concerned with the Public Records Board's decision in August 
to limit the public's access to electronic records. It should be clear to anyone that, if given the 
chance, government officials who seemingly want to do away with transparency and 
accountability will conduct more and more business via text messages, emails, and other 
electronic means if it knows that those documents are able to be withheld from the public or 
deleted.  A democracy can only succeed if the citizenry is allowed to know what is happening in 
their government. 

Furthermore, it is not just the ruling that you made regarding "transitory" messages, but the 
fashion in which you made that ruling. It is incredibly concerning to me that a board whose job it is 
to protect the public's access to records violated the open meetings law to hinder the public's 
ability to access records. How is it that the public had no knowledge of the "clarifying" language, 
but Governor Walker was able to immediately use it to hide behind?

This seems to me to be part of a larger movement away from open government. First, the attack 
on government transparency in the form of the July 4th budget item that would have curbed our 
right to know what is happening, then the doing away with the Government Accountability Board, 
now this. I have been a Wisconsin citizen for all 29 years of my life and I am incredibly concerned 
by the current trend away from open government. We need MORE government transparency, not 
less. For all of the reasons listed above and in the name of good governance, I am asking you to 
reverse your ruling on the definition of "transitory" messages and ensure that the people have a 
right to know what their government is doing behind closed doors.

Sincerely,
Jim Cardinal

James Cardinal

From: James Cardinal <cardinal_james@yahoo.com>
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