roemers

From: roemers <roemers@milwpc.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2016 6:56 PM
To: DOA Public Records Board Comments; matthew.blessing@wisonsinhistory.org;

Ferguson, Paul M - DOJ; Naab, Bryan S - LAB; Schmidt, Melissa A - LEGIS; Broady-
Rudd, Sandra; Buesing, Carl; Sorce, Peter

Cc: Sen.Harris Dodd - LEGIS; Rep.Johnson - LEGIS
Subject: Limiting Access to Public Records - Comment
Importance: High

| do not support recent legislation that has limited access to text messages, emails and other electronic
communications by public employees. | support rescind these previous actions of last year.

Transparency is needed in government and when government employees conduct public business
electronically records should be maintained and available. Public business should be conducted on
government phones and email accounts. Remember the uproar when Secretary of State Clinton conducted
business with private email and how everyone wanted the records released to the public! The same is true here
in Wisconsin. Public business should be conducted on government phones and email accounts and available.
If there is reason to believe that public business is conducted in private methods, then one of the things elected
officials and public employees need to realize that there can be some loss of privacy. Itis a cost of “doing
business”. What is the penalty for those who conduct public business privately? Unfortunately, | highly doubt that
the government would impose upon themselves much of a penalty enough to be a deterrent.

My opinion of elected officials has gone down significantly in the past several years. It is not a Republican or
Democrat issue alone. Both are guilty of doing the same and similar issues.

While the board sees something as clarification of existing policies and not worthy for inclusion on the August
24th agenda, the revision was immediately used to refuse to produce information. That seems to close in time
to be a coincidence.

Do we now need to be even more acutely aware when buzzwords such as “clarify” are used to slip/add/revise
items? This does not enhance public trust.

Please do the right thing and rescind the August 2015 changes.

Jeff Roemer

3915 N. 80th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53222
414.463.5429


file:///C:/Users/TuckeCP/AppData/Local/Temp/a02c742e-2009-47e6-95ef-e81befa5cebc

	Limiting Access to Public Records - Comment



