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Public Records Board:

I am very upset by the secret policy revision made in August by the Public Records Board to change the definition of 
transitory records.

This decision was made with no public notice or reporting.  The feeble excuse by Matthew Blessing was,   “ I . . . do not 
believe that the minor clarifying language. . . was substantive enough to warrant inclusion in the August 24 agenda. ” But, of 
course, the change that the public knew nothing about was used the next day by the Walker administration as an excuse to 
hide records.  The Walker administration claimed it did not have the requested text messages and added that they did not 

have to retain those messages.  How convenient that this  “clarification ” had been put into effect the day before!

As the Journal Sentinel explained in its editorial,   “ [T]he board ’s action will be used by people in power to limit 
access to text messages, emails, Facebook posts and other electronic communication by public employees.  It 

also encourages them to conduct the people ’s business in the shadows through such tools.  When government 

employees conduct the public ’s business and spend the taxpayers ’ dollars electronically, citizens have an interest 
in those communications and a right to see them. ”

The Public Records Board has certainly violated the open meetings law with its notice for the August meeting, which 
omitted the transitory records issue, and with its minutes of that meeting, which neglected to mention the changes to the 
transitory records issue.  These are serious issues that were hidden away from public notice.

Many people also believe that the Public Records Board has overstepped its authority by redefining public records, a matter 
that should be saved for the Legislature.  I agree.  This issue is too important to be covertly passed without public input and 

discussion. 

Wisconsin citizens demand an open government.  Any attempt, like the “clarifying language ” attempt is an insult and an 
assault on the public ’s right to know.  The Public Records Board has a responsibility to keep Wisconsin ’s records public 
and should not be working “behind the scenes ” to allow politicians to keep their communication records a secret.

Please do your job:  Keep the records in Wisconsin open to the public!

Sincerely,

Sue Schneidler

Oconomowoc, WI

sfschneidler@aol.com
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