




Members of the Wisconsin Records Board

On the 4th of July last year I made 136 phone calls to the Wisconsin State Representatives and 
Senators to express my outrage at the fact that the Walker administration and a select few elected 
officials were quietly attempting to gut the state ’s open record law. That attempt was unethical then 
and it is still unethical. Elected officials have a responsibility to ALL of the citizens in our state to 
guarantee our right to know what actions are being taken and what communication is taking place 
between officials as well as with private individuals and businesses regarding state behaviors and 
funding. We, the citizens of Wisconsin - the electors of our officials - have a right to know how our tax 
money is being spent and to whom it is being sent. Whether the communication takes place over a 
lunch, over the phone, in a Holiday Greeting card, in a text message, a tweet or a Facebook post 
citizens have a right to know and elected officials have a responsibility to keep communication open 
and transparent. Secrecy and clandestine, concealed communication is the antithesis of ethical, 
democratic government.

Marilyn McKnight
2606 E. Park Place
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
414-332-3727

Marilyn McKnight

From: Marilyn McKnight <mcknightmm@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2016 2:38 PM

To: DOA Public Records Board Comments

Subject: Public Records Belong to Citizens
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