Richard Whalen

From: Richard Whalen <dickwhalen@shbcglobal.net>
Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2016 11:21 PM

To: DOA Public Records Board Comments
Subject: Public Records

Keeping the public from accessing records made by people in state government, especially
legislators and other policymakers is a shameful, corruption-encouraging, accountability-
destroying action. Any political leader who supports this is admitting that he /she is likely to
commit criminal acts, and wishes to be protected from the responsibility for such acts. All activity
by officials which lead to, or could lead the establishment of public policy, need to be open to the
public. And they should be open to the public without excessive court hearings or bureaucratic
mumbo-jumbo.

Secrecy is the refuge of tyrants. That Wisconsin should be officially holding hearings on this is a
disgrace. Open government is more likely to be honest government. Government that hides
communications of policy-makers is, on the face of it, corrupt. Wisconsin's move to keep citizens
ignorant of the words, comments, notes, emails, phone conversations on state issues is a huge
movement toward totalitarian autocracy.

That the legislature should be so contemptuous of the people, so out of character with

the "Wisconsin Idea" that | | believe officials who support this are violating their oath of office.

Richard A. Whalen
406 West Third St.
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
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