




Dear Public Records Board,
I am a taxpaying member of the public.  I have a keen interest in understanding how my tax dollars 
are spent.  Your decision last August to redefine "Transitory Records" is offensive to me and 
every other resident of this great State and I insist that you reverse this decision and allow 
citizens, the media, watchdogs, etc. to have unfettered access to text messages, emails, 
Facebook posts, other social media, and any other form of electronic communication to or from 
public employees using taxpayer resources or involving taxpayer dollars. Given the explosion of 
communication options in today's world it is essential to the preservation of our democratic 
system that we, the public, have access to any and all communications to or from our elected 
officials, state employees and any others that are compensated with our tax dollars.   

This board should truly be ashamed that it proposed such a change, which clearly and 
unmistakably reduces the transparency of our government. Whether I am a strong supporter of our 
current governor and legislature or not, the decision made last August will have lasting 
implications and unintended consequences and cannot stand.

I urge you to do the right thing for the citizens of the State of Wisconsin and rescind the 
unfortunate decision you made last year when you changed the definition of "transitory records."

Sincerely,

Thomas Hawley
1845 N. 71 Street
Wauwatosa, WI 53213

Tom Hawley

From: Tom Hawley <thawley1845@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2016 8:29 PM

To: DOA Public Records Board Comments

Subject: Rescind Your August 2015 Decision RE Transitory Records
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