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Did you forget that you work for the people and our taxes pay your salaries?

The legislature  showed their crooked colors last July when the state Legislature's Joint Finance 
Committee moved in secret to gut the state's open records law on the night before a long holiday 
weekend.   We can not let state officials obsessed with conducting their business in private know that 
not allowing me and other taxpayers to follow the dark money, crony transactions, and anything to a 
donor in personal, monetary and even passing legislation so they can have preferential treatment; or 
in the case of the William Minahan/Building Committee, Inc, try to protect the dirty politicians who 
gave that loan and didn't check out easy to identify problems with that loan.  

How can I, the taxpayer, know what is happening in Madison, if we don't keep open records OPEN?   
As it is, legislation is being passed so quickly, hearings held somewhere in short notice, and the bill is 
passed by the bought and paid for Republicans.  There is very little open records now, let alone what 
will happen when you "clarify"  or in this case, "redefine" transitory records.  I know there is a cover up 
of some nasty business by the greedy republicans and their cronies and donors.  Many of the donors 
are from out of state and are just trying to control the legislation of all of the states.  

The  policy revision made in August by the obscure Public Records Board, which oversees the 
preservation and handling of government records needs to be open to the public.  Will the hearing  be 
televised on the Wisconsin Eye?  Will there be transcripts of the hearing?  Will only certain people be 
allowed to testify? 

This board, and if you look up the members of the board, all but one is appointed by the governor or 
his henchmen, with NO public notice or reporting, has changed the definition of "transitory records" —
those deemed to have only temporary significance.

There should be no temporary records in government tweets, emails whether on your private or 
governmental computers; just use the government computers!  Transparency is only given lip service 
in "clarifying" or hiding governmental business.  

Linda Bernhardt, Platteville

linda bernhardt

From: linda bernhardt <linda.bernhardt@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2016 8:15 PM

To: DOA Public Records Board Comments

Cc: Rep.Tranel - LEGIS; Sen.Marklein@legis.wi.gov; wsjopine@madison.com

Subject: Transitory records or hiding the records of government work from the taxpayers
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