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January 6, 2016 
 
Mathew Blessing 
Board Chair 
Wisconsin Public Records Board 
4622 University Ave.  Room 10-A 
Madison, WI 53705 
 
 
Re: Public Records Board Decision Regarding Transitory Records 
 
 
Dear Chairman Blessing:  
 
The Wisconsin Newspaper Association, on behalf of its 221 daily and weekly newspaper members 
statewide, respectfully requests that the Public Records Board reverse its August, 24, 2015 decision 
to allow for the immediate disposal of so-called “transitory records.”  
 
This undocumented policy change which includes an expansion of the definition of a transitory 
record is a vast overreach of the Board’s authority.   The immediate disposal of public records runs 
contrary to the presumption of openness mandated by the Wisconsin Public Records Law.  
 
The Public Records Board—tasked only with the preservation and cost-effective management of 
public records as defined in Wis. Stats. 16.61(b)—has instead instructed public officials that it’s 
acceptable to dispose of the exact records that state statute requires them to maintain.  
 
Nowhere in the Public Records Law are records defined by their perceived usefulness, and the 
board’s creation of this broad definition is not only outside of its purview, but sets a dangerous 
precedent that allows for ambiguous interpretation.  
 
The authority to define a record and to render records exempt from public disclosure lies with the 
legislature. 
 
That being said, the WNA would aggressively oppose any effort by the legislature to exempt the 
public records that have been exempted by the Board via its expansion of the definition of a 
transitory record. 
 
Return to the citizens of the State of Wisconsin the access and transparency they are entitled to at 
the upcoming meeting of the Public Records Board on Monday, January 11, 2016. 
 
Your time and attention to this matter is greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Beth Bennett 
Executive Director 
Wisconsin Newspaper Association 
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